Runs In The Family – The Pursuit Of Happiness

When I make a mix, I almost always start with a song that doesn't make it to the end product. Usually because it's just too silly, sometimes because it's too obvious. Sometimes because the mix changes a lot conceptually. This is that song for this mix. Somehow it survived, and even though it's not a perfect fit, it does the job of stating a truism: beauty does run in the Beckett family.
One Man Wrecking Machine – Guster

It's not something I religiously observed every time I transitioned between songs, but I spent this mix moving back and forth between Mike and Courtney. Sometimes where I felt that there was something in the song that said something about them, and sometimes when I felt they had something to say with the song. This is definitely a Mike Carden song. 
Shove It – Santogold

Definitely not a relationship song, but this made it in for Courtney purely because I could imagine her listening to it in the story, in the car with her friends, feeling annoyed and preoccupied with Carden.
Longer – Caleb Kane

Unfortunately this is the highest quality version of this song I have – the version that I could find for purchase is cleaned up too much and loses everything that makes it right for the story. Trivia: this is a song by Caleb Kane, the actor who played Tucker, the kid who set hellhounds loose on a school dance after he was turned down for a date on an episode of Buffy the Vampire Slayer. 
Don't Slander Me – Lou Ann Barton

We're sending out this cover of a Roky Erickson track to loyal listener Courtney Beckett. 
You Got Yr. Cherry Bomb – Spoon

So there you go again/out in your dressing gown/get yourself to bed/blow out that cherry bomb
Cold Shoulders – Gold Motel

And sometimes my whole system falls apart. Cold Shoulders works for both of them, maneuvering around each other.
Lust – Secret Colours

And so does Lust, actually. Sauce for the goose, sauce for the gander.
Skinny Genes – Eliza Doolittle

I really don't like your point of view/I know you'll never change/stinging me with your attitude/I've got the mind to walk away
One-Eighty By Summer – Taking Back Sunday

I don't intend to just quote lyrics in these notes, but You need me like a bad habit is right on target in the early parts of the story.
Eat Your Heart Up – The Blow

Where would we start/what would we do/and what people think if they saw me out with you
When We First Met – Hellogoodbye

This is a song about first meetings, but I think it works here as a song about the first time you really see a person and understand them, and understand who you are when you're with them. 
Drive Car Girl - Beat Happening

This is the song that stuck in my head the most when I was thinking about Courtney as I read.
Sick of Myself - Death Cab For Cutie

Another cover! Dedicated to both Courtney and Carden, this time. The original is by Matthew Sweet, who wound up making an appearance in the mix later. 
Yeah Yeah Yeah - The Sounds

More sexy defiance. And who's sexier or more defiant than Maja Ivarsson? (If that person exists, please don't tell me, my heart can't take it.)
It Dawned On Me – Calla

Another song in more for feel and atmosphere than for strict lyrical meaning, but it's got something to say despite that. 
Do It Again - Matthew Sweet

I didn't really try to follow the narrative arc closely with my song order, making more of a mix than a soundtrack, but we're definitely starting to echo the narrative anyway. It just worked out like that.
Nose Over Tail - Alkaline Trio

Echoing the start of the story as we near the end of the mix. I couldn't resist.
So Long, So Long - Dashboard Confessional

I equivocated for a long time over this track. Summer and the beach and wondering if what you have is fleeting or here to stay.
Ever Fallen In Love - The Buzzcocks

Yeah. You really shouldn't have, Carden. But you did.
Take Me Home Please - Reggie & The Full Effect

And a sweet to finish the mix. 

